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Seek The Lord

Hay tim BPdc Chda
Lyric

Today is the day and now the proper hour to
forsake our sinful lives and turn to the Lord.

As high as the sky is above the earth, so high
above our ways, the ways of the Lord.

Open your heart to hear the voice of God,

whose words, whose ways lead us to life.

Some day we'll live in the house of God;
hearts full of praise for God's gracious love.

(a, revised) Seek the Lord whose mercy
abounds; call aloud to God who is near.

(b, original) Seek the Lord while He may be
found; call to Him while He is still near.

Today is the day and now the proper hour to
forsake our sinful lives and turn to the Lord.

As high as the sky is above the earth, so high
above our ways, the ways of the Lord.

Finding the Lord, let us cling to Him. His

words, His ways lead us to life.

Some day we'll live in the house of God;
gaze on His face and praise His name.

Loi dich

H6m nay chinh la ngay va gio thich dang dé ter bé cudc
séng tdi 16i cta chung ta va tré vé véi Chaa.

Troi cao hon dat ching nao, thi duong I6i cia Thién
Chua luén cao hon dwong I6i cua chung ta nhuw vay.

Hay m& rong tréi tim ctia ban dé nghe tiéng noi cua
Thién ChL'lé?, loi Ngu’d’i, duong 16i Nguoi sé dwa dan
chung ta dén sw song.

MGt ngay nao do, ching ta sé & trong nha Chua, trai tim
lap day loi tan dwong tinh yéu khoan dung cta Nguoi.

(a, Loi da co chinh stra) Hay tim Birc Chua, Déng giau
long thuong xot; Hay kéu to Ién Thién Chua, Bang ké
bén ta.

(b, Loi gobc) Hay tim Pirc Chua khi Nguoi con cho gap,
kéu cau Nguwoi luc Nguwoi con & ké bén.

H6m nay la ngay va gio thich hop dé tir b6 cuéc séng
toi I6i cua chung ta va tré vé véi Chua.
Troi cao hon dét chimng nao, thi duong 16i cda Thién

Chua luén cao hon duong I16i cda chung ta nhw vay.

Hay tim buc CI“{L’Ia va hay trung thanh véi Nguoi. Loi
Nguwoi, duong 16i Nguoi sé dua dan chung ta dén sw
song.

Mot ngay nao do, chung ta sé & trong nha Chua,
chiém ngudéng Nhan Thanh va chuc tung Danh Nguoi.

O’Connor

Vocabulary

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call
upon him while he is near. (Is 55, 6)

Hay tim Dirc Chua khi Nguwoi con cho gap, kéu
cau Nguwoi luc Nguoi & ké bén. (Is 55, 6)

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways, my
thoughts higher than your thoughts. (Is 55, 9)

Troi cao hon dat chiing nao thi duong 16i cia
Ta cling cao hon duong 16i cac nguoi, va tw
twong cda Ta ciing cao hon tw twong cac nguoi
ching &y. (Is 55, 9)

Usage

Day: Season of Lent, Ash Wednesday.
Ngay: Mua Chay, the Tw 18 Tro.

Liturgical: Introductory Rites, Entrance
Song (Gathering or Processional).
Phung vu: Nghi thirc m& ddu, Ca nhap
I& (Quy tu hodc rwdc kiéu).

Ritual: Penanqe (Regonciliation).
Nghi thire: Thong hoi (Hoa giai).

Scripture: Isaiah, 55.
Kinh thanh: I-sai-a, 55.

Topical: Conversion.
Chu dé: Hoan cai.
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Seek The Lord

Hay tim BPdc Chua

Composer

Jesuit Father Roc O’Connor shared
about “Seek The Lord” as following:

During the summer of 1974, | got
together with John Foley, Dan Schutte, Tim
Manion and Bob Dufford for six weeks in
Berkeley, CA to “study” and compose new
liturgical songs. | had not written any at this
point, so | was a bit confused about why I was
invited. Be that as it may, our practice was to
work on music during the day and gather
after supper to share whatever anyone had
composed. One night, John Foley shared his new song, “Come to the Water,”
based on Isaiah 55. We all thought it a very strong piece.

The next day, | opened my bible to the same passage to pray. | found the
words, “Seek the Lord, while he may be found...” All of a sudden, | “heard” the
words as music and 15 minutes later, the song was born! | was really amazed.
| had to learn to count it out to figure the time signature and to figure the values
of each note. | was very much a novice at composition!

In the mid-80’s or so | asked that OCP would publish new words to it.
After studying some philosophical theology during my years of theological
training, | became more and more convinced about the value of inclusive
language and | didn’t really appreciate the ways some had reworked the lyrics
to attain that value. Therefore, | worked on them for about six years and finally
came up with something | thought would work. It was not all that well received
by some in the pews. | still think it was a worthy effort.

What's the message for today’s young adults? “Get to it!” “Today is the
day!” “Find the Lord!” “God’s mercy abounds!” It's a song to encourage folks
to turn to God.

Linh muc Dong Tén Roc O’Connor da chia sé vé bai hat “Hay
Tim Blrc Chua” nhw sau:

Subt mua hé nam 1974, t6i cung v&i John Foley, Dan Schutte, Tim
Manion va Bob Dufford da & Berkeley, CA sau tuan dé vira “nghién ciru”
vira sang tac nhirng bai thanh ca phung vu méi. Luc d6, toi chwa tirng viét
ca khuc nao, vi thé t6i hoi bdi rdi vi sao téi lai dwgc mdi. Ban ngay thi
chung téi lam viéc, sau bira tbi thi quay quan chia sé v&i nhau vé nhirng
diéu vira dwoc sang tac. Mot bubi téi kia, John Foley chia s& vé mét bai
hat maéi cia anh ay: “Hay Dén Subi Nuwéc” dwa trén doan Kinh Thanh
l-sai-a 55. T4t ca chlng tdi déu cdm nhan d6 |a mot bai hat s6i dong.

Ngay hém sau, tdi mé& doan Kinh Thanh d6 ra dé ciu nguyén. Toi
thay doan viét rang: “Hay tim Purc Chua khi Nguoi con cho gép...” Dot
nhién, tdi “nghe” nhirng 16i 4y twa nhw giai diéu vang I&én va 15 phut sau,
bai hat ra doi. T6i that sy ngac nhién. Téi phai hoc cach tinh b khoa va
dém nhip ctia méi nbt nhac. Thé 1a tdi d& sang tac.

Khodang gitra thap nién 80 hodc hon thé, téi yéu cau OCP xuét ban
bai hat m&i. Sau khi hoc xong mén triét than trong chuong trinh dao tao
than hoc, tdi cang nhan thérc hon vé gia tri cta ngon nglr va toi that sw
khong hwcrng (rng viéc ma cé mot ngudi nao do viét lai Ioi bai hat dé lay
di gia tri cua no. Vi thé, t6i da lam viéc trong khoang sau nam va cudi cung
viét dwoc mot s bai tdi nghi 14 tét. Khong phai tat ca déu dwoc don nhan.
Nhwng t6i van xem day la mét sw né lwc dang tran trong.

Théng qua ca khuc, tac gid mudn glri dén cac ban tré théng diép:
“Hay bat dau!”, “Hém nay chinh 1a ngay!”, “Hay tim Thién Chua!”, “Long
thuong xot cta Thién Chua bao la!” Bai hat nham méi goi moi ngwdi quay
vé v&i Thién Chaa.

#214 Thanh Ca Dan Chua, English Missal.
Thanh Ca Dan Chia (#214), English Missal.
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